
Series:  Exploring Exodus: Redemption from the Depths to Glory  

Text: Exodus 20:15 

Title: Do Not Steal! 

2 arguments  

I. THE DIRECT INTENTION OF THIS COMMANDMENT   

 A. ITS PRESSING PARTICULARS  

Its Meaning- to take someone's possessions without his knowledge or consent.  Secretive, stealthy acts, even 

metaphorically, Gen 31:26-27; 2 Sam 15:6; Jer 23:30, vs forceful acts.  Involves fraud, deceit, Lev 19: 11; incurs shame, Jer 
2:26.    
Its Context- honest treatment of neighbor; no loss to neighbor, cf. Ex 20:17 

Its Emphasis- high respect of neighbor, summarized in Rom 13:8-10, and also deep regard for, protection of community.    
Negatively – do not steal your neighbor's property, etc.  Positively – do all you can to honor, respect neighbor's property.  

Jesus destroys the thief, murderer and destroyer of God's creation/community by rescuing his sheep and by granting  

them eternal life, Jn 10:1-10, from which they cannot be stolen, vv. 28-30.  Establishes a new community of saints.   
 B. ITS PRINCIPAL PRESUPPOSITIONS  

Right to Have Private Property- sanctions, affirms such.  Acts 2:43-45; 5:1-5.   

Principle of Stewardship- God owns all, Ps 24:1; etc., and we are his stewards, made in his own image, Gen 1:26-27; etc. 

Faithful Living- stealing is not trusting in God's providence.  This commandment encourages contentment, fosters frugality. 

The Practice of Sharing – Lev 19:9-10; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Tim 6:17-19.  See NT emphasis on the new life in Christ, Eph 4:28.   

Ultimately exemplified by Christ, Jn 5:26, 21.  He had not stolen anything but shares his life sacrificially, totally, etc. 
 C. ITS PROPER PUNISHMENTS 

See Restitution Laws in Ex 22:1-8; etc., esp. vv. 4, 7.  Execution only in case of kidnapping, 21:16, and stealing things devoted 
to God, Josh 7:11, 25.     

  

  

II. THE  DEEPER IMPLICATIONS OF THIS COMMANDMENT 
 A. ITS GODWARD DIRECTION  

How do we steal from God?   

Achan, Josh 7:1-25- stealing the things devoted to God.  Family, etc., implicated by principle of covenant solidarity. 

With Our Tithes and Contributions, Mal 3:6-10 

Of His Glory, Rom 1:18-23 (32)-Idolatry, our most basic sin, is exchanging the Creator's glory for the glory of creatures.  
Each time we sin against God, we rob him off the obedience, glory he rightly deserves, demands 
 B. ITS GRACIOUS DEPICTION 
Phi 2:5-11.  Our Lord Jesus Christ who, though in the form of God, did not think it robbery to be equal with God, but 

humiliated Himself to the lowest abysmal estate in order  to secure salvation for those trusting in him alone for eternal life. 
   C. ITS GRAVEST DIMENSION 

Our Lord is crucified between 2 thieves, Mt 27:38, fulfilling Is 53:12.  Considered, counted, categorized as 1 of them because 

our sins were imputed to him. Yet he gives life to 1 of them, Lk 23:39-43.  He grants eternal life to all sinners and thieves 

who trust him alone for eternal life which he will consummate (with them) when he comes the 2nd time as a thief in the 
night, Mt 24:42-44; 1 Ths 5:2; Rev 3:3.  
  

 


